Petr Sourek
THE GOLDEN DIONYSUS

Science meets theater performance in experiments an  d contemporary theater meets science to be truly
experimental.

From the roof of his laboratory, professor Georg Wilhelm Richmann from the Royal Academy of Sciences in
St.Petersburg, installed an unearthed wire sometime during 1753. On July 26. the Royal Academy was holding
one of its meetings. Summer storm was approaching. Richmann left the meeting in a hurry to get back to his
home. He asked the official copper engraver of the Academy to join him and make a record of a memorable
experiment. The lightening really struck and the copper engraver portrayed the tragic death of this courageous
scholar. The science world was in dismay and experiments with lightning were forbidden.

In a small village near Znojmo lived a men who knew why the famous professor died. Our Golden Dionysus,
Prokop Divi§, who constructed a special "whether machine" reliable as a lightning rod. His explanations sent to
the academies in Berlin and St. Petersburg were never seriously read because they would start with quotations
from Bible and explain the electric current as the original light created by God on the first day before the Sun,
Moon and the stars. Such electro-theological explanations were not in fashion even if his applied knowledge was
correct and useful. The hand minded descended of a peasant family was able to construct a very fine cabinet-
like musical instruments or raise up a heavy construction of the lightning rod. His manual way of thinking was
paired with a specific sense of humor often embodied in his machines. The musical instrument he constructed
and named "Denisdor” (Denis d'or - Golden Divi$, Dionysus) would not only imitate the sounds of various
musical instruments but also give a small electric shocks to the playing musician from time to time.
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Petr Sourek, 1974, is a translator, art and theater critic and performer. He studied philosophy, classics and
drama in Prague, Athens and Berlin. He regularly writes for Czech media and translates from both ancient and
modern languages. He translated works of Abbot Suger, Gerald of Wales, Demosthenes, Petronius and others.
His play Satyricon Inc. unLtd. was staged in 2006 and in 2007 he presented his new play Sartre Exit.
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